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ASHMORE ESTATES

STILL UNBEATEN

Ashmore Estates will be holding an event
Saturday that will allow for people to
explore the world of the paranormal.

The Eastern volleyball team beat Northern
Illinois 3-1 Thursday. The Panthers
are now 4-0 to start the season.

TELL

T HE

PAGE 2

T RUT H

CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF COVERAGE

A ND

PAGE 4

DON T B E A F R A I D

EST. 1915

WWW.DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM
VOL. 106 I NO. 10

Friday, September 3, 2021

Panthers set to face Gamecocks
By Autumn Schulz
Assitant Sports Editor I@DEN_Sports

ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern wide receiver Matt Judd attempts to hurdle a tackler during a kick return against Indiana State on Aug. 28 in Terre Haute. Judd returned two kickoffs in the game for 33 yards and a
long of 20 yards. Eastern lost the game 26-21.

Putting the loss of the season opener last Saturday behind them is exactly what the Eastern football team plans to do as they gear up for non-conference play this weekend against South Carolina.
Saturday's game will be a new experience for
both teams.
The Gamecocks will open their season against
the Panthers not only with a new coach, but
it will be the team's first time playing against a
member of the OVC.
Conversely, this will be the second time that
the Eastern football team has played against a
member of the SEC after losing previously to Arkansas in 2018.
Head coach Adam Cushing said he and the
Panthers are looking forward to the matchup.
"It's certainly going to be fun," Cushing said.
"That's why you play college football to play in
those types of environments, but it's still just
football and that's the approach. We have to focus
on what-we do best and do it to our best."
The Panthers will enter the second week of
their season with full intention of picking up
their first win.
Some Eastern players said that they are looking
forward to the chance of playing an SEC team
and gaining that experience.
· "To be playing at South Carolina, a team
in the SEC, with a lot of my friends and family there watching; it's going to be exciting and
a blessing," redshirt junior safety Bryce Dewberry said.
The Panther's offense will be led by freshman
quarterback Otto Kuhns who is 14-of-29 for
253 yards on the season after last week's opener
against Indiana State, passing his career-high of
153 yards set last season.
Freshman running back Harrison Bey-Buie
leads the team with 57 rushing yards and 11 carries, averaging 5.2 yards per carry.
Senior wide receiver Tyler Ringwood leads
the team with 5 catches for 116 yards. Last year,
Ringwood caught 9 passes for 128 yards while at
Charlotte.
Defensively, the Panthers are led by Jason

Johnson, who currently leads the team with 8
tackles. Johnson averaged 11 tackles per game last
year, ranking ninth in the FCS.
To make their communication more solid going into week two, the Panthers had to prepare to
play in front of upwards of 60,000 people.
"We pumped in crowd noise to make sure that
we understand that communication is different,"
Cushing said. "When you have between 60-to80,000 people going bananas it really is hard to
hear out there. We tried to make it very difficult
for them to hear in practice, so they had to be extra demonstrative with their communication, but
nothing more than that."
Sophomore quarterback Luke Doty and the
Gamecocks are more than used to playing in
front of such a large number of people.
Doty appeared in 8 games as quarterback last
year, passing for 405 yards and a pair of touchdowns.
Junior running back Kevin Harris led the
Gamecocks last season with 1,138 rushing yards
and -~5 touchdowns, with an average of 6.4 carries per game.
Harris became the 11th player in South Carolina's program history to post a 1,000-yard season
on the ground.
South Carolina's top returner on defense, Damani Staley, had 51 tackles last season with a career high of 12 tackles against Missouri.
Overall, South Carolina was 2-8 last season
with an average of 23.5 points per game with
167.9 -rushing yards per game and 187.2 passing
yards per game.
Eastern was 1-5 with an average of 21 points
per game with 125 rushing yards per game and
253 passing yards per game.
Cushing said that no matter who the opponent is, the team's goal this weekend is to simply
be their best.
"We want to be 1-0," Cushing said. "We are .
going out to play better than the way we did the
week before. Honestly, we talk about it as a football team, it doesn't matter who's lining up on the
other sideline our goal is to be our best."
Autumn Shulz can be reached at 581-2812 or at
acshulz@eiu.edu.

Booth receives $ SOK grant for programs Labor Day
weekend
I
campus info

By Helena Edwards
Opinions Editor @DEN_news

Booth Library received a grant in August for
$50,000 from the Office of Broadband Regional Engagement for Adoption + Digital Equity
(READY) program in order to develop digital literacy programs for surrounding communities.
During the spring semester of 2021, at some
of Eastern's staff at Booth Library Zach Newell
as Dean of Library Services, Beth Heldebrandt as
Public Relations Director, Stacey L. Knight-Davis
as Head of Circulation Services, and Nate Carlson as Digital Literacy Coordinator together applied to receive money from the statewide grant
program Broadband READY.
It was mostly designed to provide opportunities
for increased infrastructure throughout Illinois to
provide access to rural communities, and in some
of the regions that may be funding the distribution of laptops to undeserved communities.
"But the direction we sort of took it with or
they sort of took it with was a direction of edu-

cation. It's no good to provide access to the Internet, access to these technologies if people aren't
equipped to use them, aren't equipped to use
them in productive or responsible or effective
ways," Carlson said.
Digital literacy is the ability to have safe, informed, and active participation in digital technologies. This is a core part of the curriculum
taught in the program along with enabling students and patrons to be active, safe, and informed
participants. The course is also meant to inform
participants in digital media and enable them to
use digital technology to advocate for themselves
and their community.
It is also important that users understand digital footprints, feeling safe and secure online, informational literacy, and fake news literacy, giving
people the skills to determine their own bias and
determine the bias of the media they consume.
To start the process, money went towards instructing around 24 total educators who were
trained from various partners in a workshop offered at Booth Library over the summer. The rest

of the money went to those grant partners to provide technology and pay for the instructors of
workshops.
So far three workshops are being offered at Effingham Library, as well as workshops at the Mattoon Public Library, and Charleston Carnegie Library. The program will also be offered to University Foundation instructors for the fall semester
for Eastern freshman and Lakeland College is a
grant partner as well.
Carlson shared a story he had heard from
one of the Lakeland College GED instn.tctors in
which he said, "They had a woman come in their
GED class and she said 'I've been working in construction for 45 years. I don't have my job anymore.' She didn't know how to use a computer,
she didn't know how to use Microsoft word, use
the Internet and this woman who had a steady
paycheck for so long just trying to get by and survive in this very tumultuous economy lacked the
skills to even take the GED course because the
GED course was online."
BOOTH, page 2

Staff Report I @DEN_news
Eastern will not have classes Monday as
the university observes Labor Day.
The Daily Eastern News will not publish
a newspaper on Monday and will resume
printing Tuesday.
The Student Recreation Center will be
closed Monday.
Taylor Dining and Stevenson Dining will
not be open on Monday. All dining halls
will be consolidated·to Thomas Dining.
The Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union Food Court will be open Monday.
The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812 or
at dennewsstaff@gmail.com.
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Local weather Ashmore Rim rockin'
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Estates
to host
ghostly
event
Saturday
By Luke Taylor and Ian
Stobaugh

News Editor and Campus Reporter I
@DEN_news

Ashmore Estates will be hosting
an event this weekend along with the
Paranormal Task Force for visitors to
try and experience the paranormal.
The sold-out event will be held
Saturday.
The estate has independent events
throughout the year, but also often
rents the building out to ghost investigation teams as well.
Robbin Terry, the current owner of Ashmore Estates, bought the
building in 2014, when it was in bad
shape.
"I thought the building could be
saved and once again used," Terry
said. "There was something about
walking through that building and
getting the feeling that the residents
of that building were happy there,
but they needed someone to save
their building."
Terry equipped the building with
electricity, running water, new wind~ws -1-n~ ~ qe'Y rpof.
Since then, Ashmore Estates has
gained fame as multiple paranormal investigation TV shows, including "Ghost Adventures" and "Ghost
Hunters," featured the building.
Terry said that the chances of witnessing a paranormal event have a
lot to do with the visitors' attitudes.
"I always tell people, 'We can't
make them tap dance,"' Terry said.
"Sometimes you see or hear things
without even trying."

For the in-depth version of this
article go to:

dailyeastemnews.com

» BOOTH

interviewed, mentioned efforts at
Eastern to help students keep up with
changing technology.
The pandemic allowed government
emergency education relief funds
to purchase 120 laptops, along with
webcams, digital cameras, and other
equipment to address the digital equity gap to continue with classes online going into the fall semester and
be distributed through the library.

dailyeasternnews
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About

The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Mon·
day through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and
spring semesters and on line during the summer term
except during university vacations or examinations.
One copy per clay is free to students and faculty. Additional copies can be obtained for 50 cents each in the
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or fax 581-2923. Visit our online advertisements at
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The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds
or is made aware of by its readers will be corrected as
promptly as possible. Please report any factual error
you find to Editor-in-Chief Corryn Brock at SS 1-2812.
Employment

If you would like to work for The Oaily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist. cartoonist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
visit at the newsroom at 1811 Buuard Hall.

Printed by Eastern Illinois University
on soy ink and recycled paper.
Attention postmaster: Send
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Eastern Illinois University
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Craig Roberts, a senior mass communications major, tries to keep the ball away from a defender during Rim Rockers, an annual basketball tournament hosted by Campus Outreach.

He finished off with, "And that for
me paints the picture for me that people are getting left behind because a
lack of digital literacy."
For adults adjusting to a digital
changing world, colleges can provide
the resources to help. Newell, when

$41,000 was also used p(eviously to convert an instructional studio
in Thomas Hall to give instructions
on how to install and use software on
laptops after checking out technology from hired on graduate assistants
there.
"We work in tandem. The whole
library itself is student-minded and
student-oriented. Between circulation helping with interlibrary loan

requests like journals that we don't
have, ,library technology helping students in the fishbowl, and technology help checking out dongles in the
CSI space that can help with technology with the actual instruction of the
software and hardware," said Newell.

Helena Edwards can be reached
at 581-2812 or at heedwards@eiu.
edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

We Are EIU

flagpole
back in use
Eastern's "We Are EIU" flagpole has been a welcome reminder of our campus' diversity in the
months since it was introduced.
The flagpole was installed after ongoing requests
to fly a Black Lives Matter flag on campus so that
the flag could be displayed without removing any
American flags.
Rightfully, the BLM flag was the first to be flown.
Since then, we've also seen the LGBTQ+ Progress
flag, an Asian Pacific American flag, a Latino Heritage Month flag and others.
As a small campus in a small town, Eastern's diverse communities have been seen, but often not
celebrated.
The We Are EIU flagpole is a simple way to highlight different communities, and anyone can offer
suggestions for different flags, though they have to
be approved by the Vice President of Student Af-

fairs.
Eastern's administration has made visible efforts
to prioritize underprivileged groups in recent years,
such as introducing diversity and inclusion workshops for faculty and adding the Doug DiBianco
floor to Eastern's Living Learning Communities.
They still have steps to take; marginalized students at Eastern still have concerns about safety and
sensitivity fi:om their educators.
This isn't so'mething that can be solved by any
single action &om the administration.
Instead, we ask that administrators continue to
genuinely listen to the worries and needs of students.
Our administration isn't as diverse as our student
body, which may mean that they don't always directly understand those needs. However, if they continue to be open-minded and communicative, our
campus can stay safe.

Quote of the Day:

"Diversity is about all of us, and
about us having to figure out how
to walk through this world together."
Jacqueline Woodson

e majority opm,on o
he Daily Eastern News.

Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at opinions.
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions,
submissions and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not publish
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call
217-581-2812.

We're Hiring!
We have openings for those who enjoy:
Photography
Editing
Design
Opinions
Call 581-2812 for more information.

BY PEYTON MORROW

Kanye's new album 'lackluster'
I've liked Kanye's music for a while now,
but I'm pretty loyal to his older music. I
would have listened to "Donda" in time,
but all the hype around the album made
me want to listen after it dropped. Unfortunately, that was shut down pretty quickly after the majority of listeners didn't care
for it.
I started listening without a lot of hope
for the album but was immediately impressed by "Jail." I figured other listeners
might have been dramatic about how much
they disliked "Donda." I was wrong.
The further I listened, the more I wished
I could stop listening. Some of the tracks
were good, but overall I was very disappointed. All of the tracks were very synthetic. For Kanye to talk about how much this
album was going to reflect his struggles, I
honestly expected something deeper.
The usual word play that West brings was
there, but it was lackluster. I don't see myself listening to much of this album from
here on out and I'm surprised to see that
it's doing so well. Usually, I am able to look
on the bright side of things and don't have
a negative opinion about an album (espe-

Maya Kurth
dally for an artist I like}, but this was dis.tppointing.
Going into the album, I knew I would
hold it to the standard I hold "The Life of
Pablo" to. I find that to be Kanye's best album and I was hoping it would have a rival,
but evidently not.
This project had a lot of attention drawn
to it because of the stunts Kany.e has _been
pulling for the last few weeks. Nothing he
has done really surprised me, but I have low
standards for his actions based on the way
he acted i'n the past.
Even though West was allegedly mad that
his album was released without his permis-

sion, I think the;_ timing of the release was
smart on behalf of the record la.bd. Many
other rap projects are projected to be released in the next couple of weeks (namely
Drake's) and the revenue that would be lost
by waiting longer simply wouldn't be worth
it. He didn't have time to write new songs,
and at 27 tracks, "Donda" certainly didn't
need more.
I'm not sur~ wq_at I wanted out .of this
album, but I thought we as an audience
would get more of an insight into what
West has been dealing with for the last couple of years. Because of the nature of his relationship with the Kardashians, we haven't
been o-ucof the loop on Kanye's life, but we
haven't really heard his sideeither.
I feel bad for not liking the album as
much as I hoped, but I'm not going to pretend to care for a project because I've liked
an artist's work in the past.
SNL said it best: make Kanye 2006
again.
Maya Kurth is a sophomore public relations
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or
mkurth@eiu.edu.

Musk promise pose ethical questions
A few weeks ago at Tesla's AI Day event,
Elon Musk introduced their idea for a humanoid AI robot he called the Tesla Bot.
The purpose of this robot is to replace human jobs that Musk described as boring, repetitive, and dangerous.
This bot was only shown digitally in
his presentation, as it is entirely too early
to have a prototype. This bot will supposedly stand at 5 feet, 8 inches tall, be 125
pounds, and have the ability to lift 45 lb.
Along with many other features, the bot
has the shape of a general human being and
Musk emphasized the idea that they would
be friendly and, if needed, we could outrun them.
While the idea of an AI humanoid robot is both terrifying and amazing, many
think it is an unrealistic feat for the Tesla
company. In the past few years, Elon Musk
has gotten criticism for not delivering on
his plans for new technology. He claims
that the Tesla Bot has a prototype in the
next year, but he's made similar promises
on other projects . Tesla had plans for their
semi-truck that was unveiled as a prototype
in 2017, but the launch of that program

Destiny Blanchard
has been pushed until 2022 due to "supply chain challenges in liniited availability of battery cells." Another unmet promise
from 2017 is the roadster, a four-seated Tesla car that was meant to be one of the fastest cars in production. This project has also
been delayed to 2022.
The Tesla Bot could be another one of
Musk's outlandish ideas without the real
promise of execution. It also reveals a growing pattern of billionaires using their wealth
to create wrong solutions for the right problems. If we look closer at the reasoning for
a Tesla bot according to Musk, we see that
the plan is to take over jobs that are bor-

ing and repetitive. It's true that most minimum wage jobs include tasks that are seen
as boring, repetitive, and nerve-racking,
but replacing the workers with an AI bot
is not the solution. This is especially true
during a time when people are demanding
more pay for these jobs. We also need to
know what would happen to the rest of the
working population if their jobs were to be
replaced by a humanoid robot. Right now
we can only theorize what would happen if
a mass production of robots like this one
took place, but we may run into this issue
in the future if other companies follow in
Musk's footsteps.
More than anything it shows how big of
disconnection there is between the world
we live in and that of Elon Musk.
He doesn't seem to care or consider the
negative ethical problems this. could result
in the long run, rather than how this can
lead to an increase in his power and pockets.
Destiny Blanchard is a senior management
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or
dblanchard@eiu.edu
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Panthers beat NIU, improve to 4-0
By Adam Tumino

Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
It was Sept. 6, 1985.
Ronald Reagan was president. The
nwnber one movie in America was "Back
to the Furure."
It was also the last time the Eastern
volleyball team started the season 4-0.
Before Thursday, that is.
The Panthers beat Northern Illinois
3- 1 in Lantz Arena, continuing their
unbeaten start to the season after going
3-0 in the EIU Panther Invitational last
weekend.
Head coach Sara Thomas said that the
team making sure to savor their hot start
to the season.
"We never ever take it for granted,"
she said. "I keep stressing that we're 18
strong, and it takes the whole team to
pull off this. That was one of the reasons
we wanted to have so much depth, so we
can have fresh legs, fresh arms, fresh eyes
out on that floor at all times."
The depth of the Eastern roster
showed in the box score Thursday, as
seven players had 4 or more kills in the
match. Thomas was also able to sub in
multiple players throughout the match
without it affecting the production on
the court.
"It may be more freeing to (the players), that they can just get out there and
play and they know that their teammates
have their backs in needed," Thomas said
Senior outside hitter Danielle Allen
once again led the team in kills with 15.
She has reached double-digit kills in each
match this season.
·F~o~tside hitter TaKenya Staf..
ford and sophomore middle blocker Emily Wilcox recorded 8 kills apiece.
Junior setter Summer Smith set a new
season lµgh ~ith 30 assi~ts and sophomore libero Christina Martine-z Mundo

ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

The Eastern volleyball team celebrates a service ace from junior setter Summer Smith (8) in the Panthers' 3-1 win over Northern Illinois Thursday in Lantz
Arena. Smith has 2 aces and season high 30 assists in the match.

added a game-high 26 digs.
The Huskies were led by junior outside hitter Kaitlyn Bell with 9 kills and senior middle bl9Cker Angie Gromos with
8 kills.
As a team, Eastern recorded 52 kills
to Northerns 42 and outhit the Huskies
. 170 to .148. The Panthers doubled up
their opponents in aces 8-4 and recorded
63 digs to Northerns 55.

The match also broke a 9-match winning streak for Northern against Eastern,
although the teams had not played each
other since 2000.
They will not have to wait 21 years for
their next matchup, however, as Eastern
and Northern will face off again on Saturday in DeKalb.
Thomas said thar playing an opponent
twice in three days can be good prac-

tice for conference play, when teams play
each other on back-to-back days.
"That will be a good challenge, as
that's what it's going to be like in conference," she said. "How can we respond?
How can we make adjustments knowing
their adjustments? Things like that."
Thomas said also said that the 4-0 start
is something that the team can look back
on later in the season and has help them

set an early foundation for success.

"Its helping us learn how to win, losing a set or if we're down in a set and we
fight back, or if we're up to stay up," she
said.
The match Saturday will begin at 6
p.m.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Cross
Breaking down offensive approach for
Eastern women's soccer team this season country to
By Nick Bays

EASTERN LEADERS
THIS SEASON

Women's Soccer Reporter I@DEN_Sports
With the Eastern women's soccer team heading into a competitive
weekend consisting of two matches,
they have gotten the season started off
on a competitive note with a 1-2-1 record.
Two weeks in, with four games
played, they have shown promise, especially on the offensive end.
In the first four games alone, Eastern is averaging a goal per game, and
they are already just one goal shy
from tying last season's total of five
goals.
Eastern played 10 matches last season to hit that five-goal tally versus
this year where the goals have come
much quicker.
Eastern's shots per game average
and shots on goal percentage are also
up from last season. In the 2020 campaign, they averaged 6.8 shots a game
but are now averaging eight per game
this season.
Their shot accuracy has also improved. Last season, they posted a respectable 42.6 percent shot on goal
percentage. This season, however,
they have upped that to 43.8.
With more shots, and more accurate ones, Eastern's offense is looking
to be more prolific this season on the
offensive end.
This is no accident, either.
Eastern have had multiple students

Goals
Nicoletta Anuci: 2
Zenaya Barnes: 1
Michaela Danyo: 1

Heading into this weekend, they
will need that offensive creativiry to
come through as they look to get some
important points this weekend.
They face Chicago State Friday and
Cincinnati on Sunday. This is an important game for Chicago State, which
is looking for its first win of the season
and will surely be giving Eastern everything it's got.
Cincinnati is looking to continue its
good start to the season, already getting two wins in their first four games.

Nick Bays can be reached at 5812812 or ntbays@eiu.edu.

Autumn Schulz can be reached at
581-2812 or acschulz@eiu.edu.

Nicoletta Anuci: 4
Eva Munoz: 4
Eastern junior forward Michaela Danyo pushed passed a defender in a
match against Illinois Springfield Aug. 22 at Lakeside Field. Danyo scored a
goal in the match, which Eastern won 3-0.

that have been coming into their own
and showing some impressive offensive abiliry, including the likes of Zena ya Barnes, Nicoletta Anuci, and
Michaela Danyo who have all found
the back of the net.
However, the team as a whole have
been impressive to start the season,
with Eastern's midfield showing some
set up play through smart passing and
creative footwork.
Part of this set up play can be
linked to Eastern's defensive back
three, which has been initiating many
of the Panther's possessions this season.

Head coach Jake Plant has had
Eastern begin their methodical attacks by starting with short passes to
the defenders who then look for the
right passes to the midfielders or forwards, with some strong passes from
the back line initiating many fast
breaks for Eastern.
Defensively, goalkeeper Faith
Davies has had two shut outs in
four games, which have proven vital in multiple of Eastern's contests. This has made offense frustrating for some of Eastern's opponents who then have to prepare for
the counterattack.

By Autumn Schulz

Assistant Sports Editor I@DEN_Sports
The Eastern cross country
teams will host the EIU Walt
Crawford Open on Friday.
The Eastern men's cross country team won their eighth OVC
championship, the first win for
the Panthers since 2005.
In addition to the championship win, head coach Erin Howarth was named the OVC Men's
Cross Country Coach of the Year.
The men's cross country .team
is set to open the season ranked
11th in the Midwest Region, the
same spot they finished last season
in the final regional rankings.
The Panther women finished
3rd in the OVC Championships
last spring, landing them 15th
place in the final 2020-2021 Midwest Regional rankings.
The EIU Walt Crawford Open
will take place at the Tom Woodall Panther Trail. The women's
5K race will begin at 3:45 p.m.,
followed by the men's 8K race at
4:30 p.rn.

Shots on Goal
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compete
Friday

Zenaya Barnes: 3

